
Year 9 Options Evening
starting soon

March 2026

Mr Coupe: Principal
Mr Felton: Assistant Principal



Options Evening
Purpose

• Outline the options process 
• Explain where students are & 

where GCSEs can lead to
• Provide an overview of the EBacc & 

option subjects
• Show you how to complete the 

Option Preference Form
• Provide opportunities to ask subject 

teachers questions

Presenters 
J Coupe & K Felton
Careers – I Magre
Languages – M Messent
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Options process | 2026-2027 – Keeping it simple
Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

PSHE
Options Information Day 

Options Evening Course research
Course preference selection 

& submission
Review of Option Preferences

3rd March 4th March 5th – 13th March 13th March WB: 27th April

PHSE Year 9 Launch 
Options Process & 
Presentation

Year 9 students and 
parents will be provided 
with information on the 
options process.

Year 9 students and 
parents attend 
presentation on options 
process & visit 
departments.

Students and parents will 
have the opportunity to 
ask question regarding 
the various courses.

Year 9 students and 
parents will use this time 
to review the courses that 
are available.

This is additional 
opportunity for students to 
speak to teachers & 
subject leads.

At this stage, students will 
make their initial course 
preferences via an 
electronic Microsoft 
Form.

Each student’s selection 
will be reviewed by the 
Year 9 options team for 
discussions.

Students and parents will 
be contacted if the selected 
options need to be 
reviewed.



Shoreham Academy aims 
to provide an excellent 
education for all our 
students, which brings out 
the best in all of them and 
prepares them for success 
in life.

Curriculum
Ambition



Context
• Year 9s are coming towards the end of their Key Stage 

3 curriculum (Years 7-9)

• Students have received a broad & balanced curriculum 
in a large number of subjects taught across all aspects 
of the Academy

• Year 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4) provides students with 
fewer subjects studied in greater depth resulting in 
GCSE grades being attained in the summer of 2028
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How do you get from 
year 9… to the 

 rest of your life? 



Careers: Discover- Focus – Action
PSHE Day

DISCOVER FOCUS ACTION
I’m uncertain 

about who/what I 
might become? 

What’s out there for 
me?

I’ve got some 
ideas now, but need 
to learn and explore 

more to help me 
choose what’s right 

for me

I’ve got a really 
good understanding 
of myself and have a 

plan to put into 
action

Who am I, and where am I going?

Careers: Discover- Focus – Action





Job/career

University degree / 
further qualifications

Sixth Form

   Good KS5 qualifications              
(A-Level/Vocational)

KS4

Good grades in a range of subjects (GCSE/BTEC)

7 Year Journey



Start thinking about where these options will take you…

susanna.brooks@shoreham-academy.org

SB



Lots to choose from!

Chichester

Sussex

Winchester



The best destinations in the world - await
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Curriculum Hours

Years / 

Group
ENG MA SCI RS PE Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 TOTAL

Y10 5 4 5 1 1 3 3 3 25 

Y11 5 4 5  1 1 3 3 3 25 



Choosing the right preference



Option Preferences

15

Physical Education
Religion & Worldviews

Option 1
Geography or History

Option 2
Languages or alternative

Option 3

Core Subjects
GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature

GCSE Mathematics
GCSE Science



• Geography

• History
All

• French

• SpanishMost

• Your choice?
ART BUSINESS 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE/IT

DANCE
DESIGN 

TECHNOLOGY
DRAMA

FOOD & 
NUTRITION

GEOGRAPHY
HEALTH & 

SOCIAL CARE

HISTORY
MEDIA 

STUDIES 
MUSIC

PE 
GCSE/BTEC 

SPORT

PHOTOGRAP
HY

Geography History 



Option Subjects 

ART
MODERN 
FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE 
BUSINESS IT

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE

DANCE
DESIGN 

TECHNOLOGY
DRAMA

FOOD & 
NUTRITION

GEOGRAPHY

HEALTH & 
SOCIAL CARE

HISTORY MEDIA STUDIES MUSIC
PE GCSE/BTEC 

SPORT

PHOTOGRAPHY



Question: What is the EBacc?

Answer: 

The EBacc (English Baccalaureate) is a set of 
subjects at GCSE that keeps young people's 
options open for further study and future 
careers.



What are the specific 
EBacc subjects taken at 
GCSE?

• English Language & 
Literature

• Maths 
• Combined GCSE Science / 3 

separate sciences 
• (Biology, chemistry, physics, 

computer science)
• Geography or History
• One language



Put simply: 

What do you need to get the EBacc?

English +
Maths GCSEs

Two Science 
GCSEs

A Geography or 
History GCSE

A Language 
GCSE

Good GCSE grades in:



Why should 
I do it?

• Research shows that studying the subjects which make 
up the EBacc opens more doors to universities

• Provides students with greater opportunities in the 
future

• Studying these subjects can help improve your grades in 
English and Maths too.



Studying Languages opens doors

Your best chance!
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Year 9 Options



GCSE 

Grade 9 to 1 

Mostly examinations

Coursework/controlled assessment 

in some subjects. 

BTECs (vocational courses)

Practical, work-related approach

Mainly coursework assessment

One exam

Pass, Merit, Distinction

These courses are the equivalent to one GCSE

Level 2 courses 



‘Is it exam based or coursework based?’

‘What will my homework be like?’

‘Will there be extra-curricular activities 
I can join?’

‘Is there anything I can do to prepare 
over the summer?’

‘What could this GCSE lead to?’







How to complete your preference form



Personal details



Your aspirations



Option 1
Geography History



Option 2



Option 3
ART BUSINESS 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE/IT

DANCE
DESIGN 

TECHNOLOGY
DRAMA

FOOD & 
NUTRITION

GEOGRAPHY
HEALTH & 

SOCIAL CARE

HISTORY MEDIA STUDIES MUSIC

PE GCSE/BTEC 
SPORT

PHOTOGRAPHY



ART BUSINESS 
COMPUTER 
SCIENCE/IT

DANCE
DESIGN 

TECHNOLOGY
DRAMA

FOOD & 
NUTRITION

GEOGRAPHY
HEALTH & 

SOCIAL CARE

HISTORY MEDIA STUDIES MUSIC

PE GCSE/BTEC 
SPORT

PHOTOGRAPHY

Option 2 & 3 
Back up preference or for non-language (non-EBacc) option preference



Student examples



Student A

Geography French PE

EBacc



Student B

History Spanish Health & 
Social Care

EBacc



Student C

Geography Spanish History

EBacc



Student D (my son)

Geography French History

EBacc



Student E: If not 
studying a language

Geography Media 
Studies  

Business

EBacc



The Dos and Don’ts of Options
DO:

• Consider subjects you enjoy & will benefit you 

• Consider subjects that you are good at

• Consider subjects that you find particularly interesting

DON’T:

• Choose a subject because your friends have chosen it

• Choose a subject because you like the teacher
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4 Points to consider before selecting Course preferences

English baccalaureate (EBacc) - languages

Careers advice/future plans – Irrum (Sixth Form)

Assessment method – coursework/exams

Reach out! – ask Questions – get in touch with us!



Summary Reminder

• Read the options booklet carefully

• Check the FAQs

• Inclusion Learning Support Available – Atrium

• Ask questions to teachers & leaders

• Complete options preference form by 

               13th March



Use the website 

GCSE Options | Curriculum 
| Learning | Shoreham 
Academy

https://www.shoreham-academy.org/learning/curriculum/gcse-options
https://www.shoreham-academy.org/learning/curriculum/gcse-options
https://www.shoreham-academy.org/learning/curriculum/gcse-options


Option Preference 
Form

• On Thursday 5th March: (6 am) students 
can access the link to a Microsoft form 
where students submit their 
preferences.  

• Submit by Friday 13th March (4 pm)

• You will be asked to supply a back–up 
subject but every effort will  be made 
to give students their first preference
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Options process | 2026-2027 – Keeping it simple
Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

PSHE
Options Information Day 

Options Evening Course research
Course preference selection 

& submission
Review of Option Preferences

3rd March 4th March 5th – 13th March 13th March WB: 27th April

PHSE Year 9 Launch 
Options Process & 
Presentation

Year 9 students and 
parents will be provided 
with information on the 
options process.

Year 9 students and 
parents attend 
presentation on options 
process & visit 
departments.

Students and parents will 
have the opportunity to 
ask question regarding 
the various courses.

Year 9 students and 
parents will use this time 
to review the courses that 
are available.

This is additional 
opportunity for students to 
speak to teachers & 
subject leads.

At this stage, students will 
make their initial course 
preferences via an 
electronic Microsoft 
Form.

Each student’s selection 
will be reviewed by the 
Year 9 options team for 
discussions.

Students and parents will 
be contacted if the selected 
options need to be 
reviewed.



Thank you

Enjoy your evening


	Slide 1: Year 9 Options Evening starting soon March 2026
	Slide 2: Options Evening
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Context
	Slide 6: How do you get from  year 9… to the   rest of your life?  
	Slide 7: Careers: Discover- Focus – Action PSHE Day
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: The best destinations in the world - await
	Slide 13: Curriculum Hours
	Slide 14: Choosing the right preference
	Slide 15: Option Preferences
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Option Subjects 
	Slide 18: Question: What is the EBacc?
	Slide 19: What are the specific EBacc subjects taken at GCSE?
	Slide 20: Put simply:  What do you need to get the EBacc?
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31: Option 1
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35: Student examples
	Slide 36: Student A
	Slide 37: Student B
	Slide 38: Student C
	Slide 39: Student D (my son)
	Slide 40: Student E: If not studying a language
	Slide 41: The Dos and Don’ts of Options
	Slide 42
	Slide 43: Summary Reminder
	Slide 44
	Slide 45: Option Preference Form
	Slide 46
	Slide 47: Thank you  Enjoy your evening

